* ASSEMBLY
* OPERATION
« MAINTENANCE

Thank you for purchasing an Ametican-built product.

Model Series 844

IMPORTANT!

Secord the exect Model No. anc Serial No.
which appear on the frame of your unit {under
the seat} in the space below. You must have
these numbers, along with the date of
purchase, in crder t¢ receive warranty or

sarvice,
MODEL MO, SERIJAL NO.
14 " |84an401 [T ]

IMPORTANT:

Read Safety Rules and
Instructions Carefully

the operator.

WARNING; This unit is equipped with an internal combustion engine and shouid not be uses on or near ghy unimproved
forest-covered, brush-covered or grass-covered land unless the engine's exhaust system is equipped with g spark arraster
meeting appicabie local or state faws (if any). If a spark arrester is used, it should be maintained in effective working order by

in ihe State of California the above is requirsd by law (Section 4442 of the California Public Resourcas Code). Qther statas may
have similar laws. Fedaral laws apply on Jederal lands. A spark arrester for the muffier is available through your nearest engine
authorized service dealar or contact the service depariment, P.O. Box 368022, Cleveland, Ohio 44138-9723,

FRINTED IN U.5.A,

il

FORM NQO. 770-0223L

Ry




SAFE OPERATION PRACTICES

THIS SYMBOL POINTS QUT IMPORTANT SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS WHICH, IF NOT FOLLOWED, COULD ENDANGER THE PERSON-
AL SAFETY AND/OR PROPERTY QF YOURSELF AND OTHERS. READ AND FOLLOW ALL INSTRUCTIONS IN THIS MANUAL

® BEFORE ATTEMPTING TO OPERATE YOUR UNIT, WHEN YDU SEE THIS SYMBOL— & HEED ITS WARNING.

DANGER:

Your lawh mower was built to be operaled according 16 the reies for sale operation In this manual. As
with any type of power equipment, careiessness or error on the pari of the operator can result in injury.
This lawn mower is ¢apable of amputating hands and feet ang throwing ebjects, Failure te observe the
foliowing safety instructions could result in serious injury or death.

GENEHA TICN

. Read, understand, and follow all instructions in the manual and

on the machine before starting. Keep this manoal in a safe
plzce for future and ragular refzrence and for ardering replace-
ment parts.

Oniy allow responsible individuals familiar with the instructions
ta operate the machlne. Know cortrols and how to step the
maching guickly,

Durtnut put hands or feet under cutting deck or near rotating
pans.

20,

21,

the operator may be struck or pulled from the vnit, which
cold rasult ip serius injury.

Disengape 24 attachment clvtches, theroughly depress the
braks pedal, and shift into neutral before attempiing to start
engine,

Your mower is designed to cut norma: residential grass of a
height no more then 10" Do not etiermpt to mow through
unusually tall, dry grass (e.q., pasture) or piles of ey leaves.
Cebris may bLild Jp on the mower deck or contact the engine
pxhaust presenting a poigntial fire hazard.

4. Clear the area of uhjects such as rocks, tovs, wire, eto., which
could he picked v and throwr by the blada. A small ohisct
may havs beer overlooked and could be accidentally thrown &y
the mower in any direction and cause 1ajury to vou or a
bysiander. To help avoid a thrown ohjgeis injery, keep
ch:ldren, bystandere anc helpers at lsast 75 feet fram the
mowear whilz it s in operation, Always wear safety glasses or
ea’ely goggles during aperation or while periorming an

A siopE operaTioN
ciopes are a major factor raleted to toss of control asg tip-over
accidents which can result in szvere injury or death. All slopes
require extra caut'cn. If you sannat back up the siope o7 if you feel
uneasy on i, do niot mew it.

For your safety. use the slone garge included as pari of this manual

to measire slopes before operating this unt on a sloped or hilly
adjustment or repair, tc protect eyes from foreign chiects. Stop area. IT the SIUDE.I'S -Q'FE’[GT than 19° as SHDWHIDII'] the slope gauge,
the blace(s) when crassing gravel drives. walks or roads. ¢¢ not operats this Lnfi on trat area or serious injury could esuit.

5. Be sure the ared is clear of giher people before mowing. Stop Bo;

machine if anyong enters the arsa. Mo up and down slapes, not acress.

Naver carry passengers. Remove obstacles such as rooks, limbs, 8¢,

Disengage blade(s) before shifting into reverse anc backing up. Watch o holeg, ruts or bumps, Ungven terrain could overtuen the

Always look cown and behing before and while hacking. machine. Tafl grass can hide obstacles,

8. Be aware 07 the mower and attachment discharge direction ang Use slow spead. Cheose a low enough gaar so thas you will not
do net point i at aryone. Do not cperate the mower without have 0 stop or shift while on the slope. Always keep maching in
either the entire grass catcher or the chute guarc in place. gear when going dowr slopes to take advantage o engine braking

9. Slow down before turning. Operate the mackine smoothly. action.

Avoic erratic aperation and excessive speed. Failow the manufacturer's recommendations for wheel weighis or

10. Never leave a running machine urattended. &lways turn off courterweights to improve stability,
blade{s), place transmission in nautral, set park brake, stop Use extra cara with grass catchers or other attachments. These can
sngine and remove Key before dismounting. crange the stability of the machine.

11. Turn of® Dlade(s) when not mowing. Kesp all mavamant on the slopes slow and gradeal. Do not make

12. Stop engine and walt until blade(s) ccmes 2 a complete step sudden changes in speed or direction. Sapid engagement or brak-
before (a) removing grass catcher ar unslagging chute, or (b) ing coutd cause the front of the machline 1o lift and rapidiy flip over
making any repairs, adjusting or remaving any grass or cebris. backwards which coul¢ cause serigus injury.

13. Mow only In deyfight or good artificial light. Avoid starting or stapping on a slope. If tires lose traction, disen-

14. Do not operate the maching whife undar the influence of page the blade(s) and proceed slowly straight down the slope,
a\lfcohﬁlfor rjn;gs. X no NOT:

15, Watch for traffic when operating near or crossing roadways. . . .

18. Use extra care when lczding or unloadirg the maching into a Sfadr_:nat]é“ﬂw%rhiﬁr?fsgsggfess nesessary; then, turn slowly and
o o o o o o e Do o oW P 5rp-, s o et The e
could 1ip over, causing saridus personal injury. The unit muyst gﬁg:? gygdaenﬂgdégrsa,?::rm” a whesl is aver the edge of a cliff or
be pushed merually on & ramp fc load or unioad properly. Db mI:rt mow on wet grass. Recuced traction could cause slicing,

17. Never make a cutting height adjestment while enging is ot - :
[unNing i operator must dismount 10 do sg. Do nat try to stabiize the machine by putting your foot on the

N

' . .
18. Wear sturdy, rough-solec work shoes and close-fittirg slacks grount )
and shirts. Do not wear [cose fitliag c:othes or jeweiry. They ﬁﬂﬂ nof use grass catcher on stegp slopes.
can be caught in moving pams. Never operate a unit in bare . CHILBREN

Tregic accidents can oocur if the operator is not alert to the pres-
ence of children. Children are often attracted to the maching and
the mowing sctvity. Never assume that children will rermain where
vou last saw them.

fest, sandals, 0- sneakers.

19, Check overhead clearance carefuliy beforz driving undar power
lines, wires, bridges or low hanging tree branchas, befgre
ertering or leaving bulidings, or in any other situation where

jcontinued on page &)
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CONTENTS OF HARDWARE PACK

Remove this shest from your cwner's manual and lay the hardware on the iliustration for identificatlon purposes.

After assembly, keep the Slope Gauge which is on the reverse side of this sheet for future use.

{Hardware pack may contain extra items which are not used on your unit.

Part numbers are shown in parentheses.)

Al aTTACHING THE DECK LINKS | B| ATTACHING THE DECK

Clip
711-0701
(-ﬁ'f-%%lﬁ} ( ) |3 aot0)
S (Not Shown to Flat
O _ Scale} Quantity — 3 Washers
' 172" 1.D..
~— Hex Nuts
1/2-13 Thread (736-0192)

(712-0206} Quantity — 3
C ATTACHING THE DPECK WHEELS

Axle Bolts
3-1/4"

Small~— ﬁfl\)—)
Clevis Pin.— Hairpin

=== 0000

Spacers
Peck {750-0757 -
Wheels are 46" Deck)
Not Shown {750-0932 -
50" Deck)
Hairpin Clips
(714-0101) s

Front - o

-+ Long
(738-3056)

Flat Washers
1/2" 1.D.
(736-0192)

Cupped
Washers

3/8" 1.D.
{736-0105)

Loack
Washers
-— Rear 3/8" 1.D.
Axle Bolis (736-01€9)
2-1/4" Long
(738-0533)

Hex Nuls it
3/8-16 Thread —>4
(712-0798) \
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PJI"\_‘}

IV,

Cad I

Keep children out of the mowing area and in watchful care of
an adult other than the aperator.

. Be alert and turn machine off if childran enter the area.

Before and when backing, look behind and down for small chil-
dren,

Never carry children. They may fall off and be seriously Injured
printerfere with the safe machine operztion.

Never aliaw children under 14 years ald to operate the machine.
Children 14 vears and over should only operate machine Under
close parental supervision and proper instruction.

Uise extra care when approaching blind corners, shrubs, trees
ar other objects that may ohscure your vision ot a child or
other hazard,

Remove key when machlne s unattended to prevent
unauthorized aperation,

SERVICE

. Use extreme care in handling gasoling and other ‘uels. They

arg extremely flammable and the vapors are explosive,

a. Use only an approved container,

b. Never remove fuel cap or add fuel with the engine rusring.
Allow engine to caol at least two minutes befare refueling.

¢. Replace fuel cap secursiy and wipe off any spilled fue!
before starting the engine as it may cause a fire ar
gxplasion.

d. Extinguish &l cigarettes, cigars, pipes and othe* sources o
igniticn.

€. Never refuel the machine indoors because fuzl vapors will
accurnulate :n the area.

f. Mever store the fuef confairer or macnine insidz whare herg
is &n open flama or spark, such as a gas hot water heater,
Space neater ar furnace.

Never run a machine ingide a slosec area,

To recuce fire hazard, keep the machire free of grass, leaves or

other debris buiid-up. Clean up oil or tuel spitlage. Allow

maching to cool &t isast 5 minutes before storing.

Before ciearing, repairing or isspecting, make certain the blada

and all maving parts have stopped. Discornect the spark plug

wirg, and keep the wire away from the spark piug to prevent
accidental sterting.

10.
il
i2.
13.
14,

Check the hlade and engine mounting bolts at frequent
inlervals for proper tighiness. Also, visually inspect blade for
damage {e.., excessive wear, bent, cracked). Replace with
blade which mests original equipment specifications.

Keep all nuts, bolts and screws tight to be sure the equipment

I8 in safe working condition.

Never famper with safety devices. Check their proper operation

reguiarly. Use alt guards as Instructed ir this manyal,

After striking a foreign object, stop the engine, remove the wira

from the spark plug and thoroughly inspect the mower for any

damage. Repair the damage before restarting and operating the

MOWer,

Grass catcher components are subjest to wear, damage and

deterioration. which coLld expose moving paris or aliow

objects to be thrown, For your safety protecticn, frequently
check companents and replace with menufacturer's
recommended parts when negessary,

Mower blades are sharp and can cut. Wrap the blade(s) or

wear gloves and use extra caution when servicing blade(s).

Check brake operation frequently. Adjusi and s2rvice as

required.

Muffler, gngine and belt guards become hot during operation

and can cause a burn. Allow to coo! dowr. before touching.

Do not changs the engine governor sekings o7 overspeed the

engine. Excessive eng.ne speads are dangerous,

Diserve proper disposal laws and regulations. Improper dis-

posal of fluids and materials can harm the environment anc the

ecclagy.

. Prior to disposal, determine the propar method to dispase
of waste fram vour local Envirgnmenial Protection Agency.
Fecycling centers are established to proparly dispose of
materials in an envircnmentally safe fashion.

b. Use proper containers when draining “luids. De not use
food or beverage containers thal may mislezd socmaone
into drirking from them. Properiy dispose 97 the containers
immediately fol.owing the drairing of fluids.

t. DO NOT pour cil or other fhuids into the ground, down a
drain or into & stream. pend, lake or other body of water.
Chserve Environmental Protection Agency regulatians
when dispesing of oil, fuel. coclant, brake fluid, filters,
batteries, tires anc other harmfil wasts,

OWNER'S

SAFETY LABEL

Festrict the use of this power machina *o persans whao read,
understand and follow the warnings and instrections in this
manual and on the machine,

WARNING — vour BESPONSIBILITY

UNPACKING

TO REMOVE UNIT FROM CRATE

1.

paal

_r_.'h

Remove alt screws from the top of the crate using
a 1/4" hax head sccket or a flat blade screwdriver.,

To remove ends, grasp top board on the end, and
pull fowards you in a downward motion.

Set pane! aside to avoid tire punctures.
Repeat procadure for each side of the crate.

Hemove and discard plastic bag which covers
unit.

6. Loose parts (may include the owner's guide,

steering whee!, steering wheel insert, battery
fluid, chute deflector, etc.) are on the seat and
wrapped in plastic. Carefuily cut and remove the
plastic wrap, Ramove ioosa parts from the seat,

Miake certain brake is released, and push the unit
off the skid.
Remove page four from this manual and lay out

the contenis of the hardware pack according to
the illustration for identification,




~ ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS

BATTERY INFORMATION

WABNING

A. Battery acid must be handled with great care as
contact with it can burn and blister the skin. It is also
advisable to wear protective clothing (goggles, rub-
ber gloves and apran} when working with it.”

B. Should batiery acid accidentally spiatier into the
gyes or onto the face, rinse the affected area
immediately with clean celd water. If there is any
further discomiort, seek prampt medicai attention.

C. If acid spills on clothing, first dilute it with clean
watar, then neutralize with a solution of ammonia/
water or baking soda/water.

P. Since battery acid is corrosive, do not pour i into
any sink or drain, Before discarding empty elec-
trolyte containers, rinse them with a neutralizing
solution.

E. NEVER connect or disconnect charger clips to bat-
tery while charger is turnee on as it can cause
SPArKS.

F. Keep all lighted materials {cigareties, matches,
lighters) away from the battery as the hydrogen
gas generated during charging can be com-
bustibie.

G. Ag a further precaution, only charge the battery in
a well-ventilated area.

*Always shield eyes, protect skin and clothing
when working near batteries,

DANGER

Battery contains sulfuric acid. Refer to warning
above. Antidote: EXTERNAL—Fiush with water.
INTERNAL—Drink large quantiiies of watsr or
milk, Follow with milk of magnesia, beaten eggs or
vegetable oil. Call physician immediately, EYES:
Flush with cool water for at least 15 minutes, then
get prompt medical attention.

Since batteries produce explosive gases, keep
all lighted materials (cigarettes, lighters,
maiches, etc.) away. Be sure to charge batiery
only in well-ventilated areas. Make certain venting
path of battery {drain tube) is always open.
KEEP BATTERIES
OUT OF THE REACH OF CHILDREN!

IMPORTANT: After assembly, service engine
with gasoling, and check oil level as instructed
in the separate engine manual packed with
your unit.

NOTE: Reference to right or left hand side of the
unit |s observed from the driver’'s seat, facing for-
ward.

TOOLS REQUIRED FOR ASSEMBLY

(1) 1/4" socket wrench or flat blade screwdriver
(1) 1/2" wrench or socket wrench

(1} 9/16" wrench or socket wrench

{2} 716" wrenchas or socket wrenches

(1) Fair of pliers

ACTIVATING AND CHARGING THE BATTERY

Do not activate batiery (fill with battery acid) until
battery is actually placed in service. Be certain to
read previous warnings before activating the
hattery.

1. Lift ihe hoed of the tractor. Remove the wing nuts
from the hola-down rods which secure the battery
cover t© the battery. Refer to figure 12 on page
10. Remove the battery cover. Disconnect the
positive cable from ths positive terminal. Save the
hardware,

2. Remove tne baitery from tha tracior, paying
attenticn to how the battery is placed in the unit,
and how the drain tube (aftached to the battery) is
routed.

3. Activate the batiery as instructed in the "Quick
Start" brochure included with the battery fluid.
Read instructions carefully,

NOTE: You can continue assembiing the lawn tractor
while battery is standing for 30 minutes (after filling
with acid), and later while you are charging the battery.

IMPORBTANT: To obtain the maximum [ife from
your battery, it MUST BE CHARGED pricr to initial
Lse,

CHARGE THE BATTERY after the 30 minute stand-
ing period. LUse a 12.volt autcmotive type baftary
charger to charge the battery at 6 AMPE for one hour
betore instaliation,

NOTE: /f you charge the battery al a lower AMF rate,
use a hydrometer to make sure the batlery is com-
pletely charged. The hydrometer should read 1.260
minimum. DO NOT CHARGE AT MORE THAN &
AMPS. '




Steering Wheel STEERING WHEEL INSTALLATION

Insert 1. The hardware for attaching the steering whael
has been packed inside the steering wheel.
Carefully pry off the shipping cap and remove the
hardware. Discard the shipping cap.

2. Remove the steering bellow from the lift lever on
the right hand side of tractor. Place steering
bellow over the steering shaft extending through

«—— the dash. See figure 1.

NOTE: If the openings on each end of the steering
bellow are two different sizes, the smaller end goes
down against the dash of the tracior.

Shipping

Cap -,

Hex Lock Bolt Sézﬁg"wg 3. With the wheels of the tracter pointing
FIGURE 1. Cupped Washer straight forward, piace the stesring wheel aver
Serews the steering shaft, positioning steering wheel as

desired.

4. Place the washer with the cupped side down over
the steering shaft. Secure with hex lock bolt.

5. Snap the steering wheel insert over the four
spokes of the steering wheel.

Bracket ;’__'*" a'
/4 ~—SEAT ACSEMBLY
f f' Remove the four screws from the hoiom of the seat.
FIGURE 2. ' Flace the seat in position against the seat pivot brack-
&, lining up the slotted holes in the pivot bracket with

- q the holes in the seal. Select desired position for the
| seal, and secure with the four screws, Ses figure 2.

i Setting for
Setting faor g
Left Rear Link Front Links
o)
B)_N

ATTACHING THE DECK LINKS (Hardware A)
The three adjustable deck links have been shipped
unessembled, Aftach as foilows.

1. Start 1/2" hex nuts on eysbolts provided. Inseri
the hex nuts and eyebolts into the adjustable lift
~— links as shown in figure 3.

! 2. Thread eyebolts into the lift links and hex nuis,
| Nut The left rear link should be adjusied so the eye-
' belt is to the lower mark as shown. Tha two front
links should be adjusted to the higher mark,




Hex Bolts )

—T

|

=N F

Hairpin
Clip

Belt Guard fyo
FIGURE 4.

Stabilizer
Brace

FIGURE &,

Hanger Brackets /

Spacers

A

Hairpin
Clips

FIGURE 7.

Diagonal

ATTACHING THE CUTTING DECK (Hardware B)

1.

Working beneath the tractor, remove the round
belt guard from the idier by removing the hairpin

-—— Clip. See figure 4, Remove the two hex bolts

2.

which act as belt keepers by the engine pulley.

Move the tractor lift handle all the way back to the
full raised position. Turn the tractor steering
wheegl all the way to the ieft,

. The two deck stabilizers and the diagonal brace

which are attached io the iront of the deck are
folded back over the deck for shipping purposes.

-— [Infold them at this time. See figure 5.

Siide the deck under the tractor from the right
sicde as you lift the stabiiizers and diagonal brace
over the right front wheel.

Mowve tractor lifi handle forward to the lowest posi-
tion.

Attach the four tractor hanger brackets 1o the
dack as follows. The jeft front tractor hanger
bracket goes through the center of the V-belt,
Seae figure 6, Attach the rear hanger brackeis
first, then the front, using four flai washers and
hairpiry clips.

Disassemble the froni cross bar from the tractor
by removing two hairpin clips. Use the cross bar
to attach the deck stabilizers, the diagona: brace
and two spacers to the tractor frame, using the
rear set of holes. Secure with the two hairpin

~—clips just removed. See figure 7.

8.

10.

Place the deck belt around the engine pulley and
idler puitey.

Replace the round belt guard by the idler pulley
{hex side down). Replace the hex belts (belt
keaners) by the engine puttey. Refer to figure 4.

Check all belt guards for clearance. The belt
guards must be between 1/18" and 1/8" away
from the belt whan the PTO lever or switch is in
the engaged or on position (be certain to disen-
gage the PTO lever after checking).

;4 /




