Gas Lawn Edger — Model Series 520 & 550

IMPORTANT
READ SAFETY RULES AND INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY BEFORE OPERATION

Warning: This unit is equipped with an internal combustion engine and should not be used on of near any unimproved forest-covered, brush-
covered of grass-covered land unless the engine’s exhaust system is equipped with a spark arrester meeting applicable focal or stale laws (if any).
if a spark arrester s used, it should be maintained in effective working order by the operator. In the State of California the above is required by law
{Section 4442 of the California Public Resources Code). Other states may have similar laws. Federal laws apply on federal lands. A spark arrester
for the mufiler is available through your nearest engine authorized service dealer or contact the service department, P.O. Box 361131 Cleveland,
Chio 44136-0019,
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This Operator's Manual is an important part of your new gas lawn edger. It will help you assemble,
prepare and maintain the unit for best performance. Please read and understand what it says.
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Finding and Recording Model Number

BEFORE YOU START ASSEMBLING YOUR NEW EQUIP-
MENT, please locate the model plate on the equipment and
copy the information to the sample model plate provided to
the right. You can locate the model plate by standing at the
operating position and looking down at the rear of the gas
lawn edger. This information will be necessary to use the
manufacturer's web site and/or help from the Customer Sup-
port Department or an authorized service dealer.

- p

Model Number

Serial Number

MTD LLC

P.O. BOX 361131
CLEVELAND, OH 44136
230-220-4683

\\ww mtdproducts com B800-B00-731 0/

Customer Support

Please do NOT return the unit to the retailer from which it was
nurchased, without first contacting Customer Support.

It you have difficulty assembling this preduct or have any
questions regarding the controls, operation or maintenance of
this unit, you can seek help from the experts. Choose from the
options below:

1. Visit mtdproducts.com for many useful suggestions.
Click on Customer Support button and you will get the four
options reproduced in this sample to the right. Click on the
appropriate button and help is immediately available.

2. Phone a Customer Support Representative
at 1(800) 800-7310.

3. The engine manufacturer is responsible for all engine-
related issues with regards to performance, power-rating,
specifications, warranty and service. Please refer to the
engine manufacturer's Owner's/Operator's Manual, packed
separately with your unit, for more information,

' Fmd Answers
Click here to search our knowledge base.
Search by product keyword, or phrase.

v My Stuff
Login to check the status of vour guestions, modify
your inquiries, or update your personal profile,

" Service Locator
Need local assistance? Click here to find authorized

service centers in your area.

" Manuals Online
Need a manual and/or parts list? Download
literature from recent model years.




Your Safety Labels

Please take a moment to review your safety labels. L 5
Safety

<4mm KEEP AWAY - ROTATING BLADE <m

AVOID SERIOUS INJURY OR DEATH > ]

1.KEEP HANDS AND FEET AWAY FROM Z
ROTATING BLADE.

2.WEAR SAFETY GLASSES. BLADE MAY
THROW OBJECTS.

3.KEEP BYSTANDERS AWAY.,

4.READ OPERATOR'S MANUAL.

5.KEEP SAFETY DEVICES (BLABE CONTROL,
BLADE GUARD, DEBRIS SHIELD, BELT
GUARD, ETC.) IN PLACE AND WORKING.

fﬁmﬁﬁﬁw&m%

a

HOT SURFACES!
Do not touch

muffler or
adjacent areas M
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Operation

Practices

This symbol points
out important safety
instructions which, if
not followed, could " -

endanger the personal -

safety and/or property -
of yourself and others. -
Read and follow all - -

instructions in this man-

ual before attempting to

operate this machine.:
Failure to comply with -
these instructions may

result in personal injury.

When you see this
symbol. .~ -
HEED ITS WARNING

Your

‘Responsibility

Restrict the use
of this power machine
-to persons who read,

“understand -

and follow the wamings.

‘and instructions
in this manual
and on the machine. -

WARNING: Engine Exhaust, some of its constituents, and certain vehicle compo-
nents contain or emit chemicals known to State of California to cause cancer and
birth defects or other reproductive harm.

DANGER: This machine was built to be operated according fo the rules for safe operation in this

-+ manual. As with any type of power equipment, carelessness or error on the part of the operator can

result in serious injury. This machine is capable of amputating hands and feet and throwing objects.

1 Failure to observe the following safety instructions could result in serious injury or death,

'WARNING

Children

Tragic accidents can oceur if operator is not alert to presence
of children. Children are often attracted to power equiprment
such as lawn edgers. They do not understand the dangers.
Never assume that children will remain where you last saw
them.

1. Keep children out of the mowing area and under watchful
care of a responsible adult other than the operator.

2. Bealert and turn lawn edger off if a child enters the area.

3. Before and while moving backwards, look behind and down
for small children.

4. Use extreme care when approaching blind corners,
doorways, shrubs, trees, or other objects that may obscure
your vision of a child who may run into the lawn edger.

5. Keep children away from hot or running engines. They can
suffer burns from & hot muffler.

8. Never allow children under 14 years old to operate an
edger. Children 14 years old and over should read and

12. if gasoline is spilled, wipe it off the engine and equipment. Move

unit to another area. Wait 5 minutes before starting engine.

13. Nevar store the machine or fugl container near an open

flame, spark or pilot light as on a water heater, space heater,
furnace, clothes dryer or other gas appliances.

14. To reduce fire hazard, keep lawn edger free of grass,

leaves, or other debris build-up. Clean up oil or fuel spillage
and remove any fuel scaked debris.

15. Allow a lawn edger to cool af least & minutes before storing.
General Operation:

1.

Read this operator's manual carefully in its entirety before
attempting to assemble this machine. Read, understand,
and follow all instructions on the machine and in the
manual(s) before operation. Be completely familiar with
the controls and the proper use of this machine before
operating it. Keep this manual in a safe place for future and
regular reference and for ordering replacement patts.

understand operalion instructions and safety ulesinthis 2. This machine is a precision piece of power equipment, not a
manuial and should be trained and supervised by a parent. plaything. Therefore, exercise extreme caution at all times.
: Your unit has been designed to perform one job: to mow
Operatlon grass. Do not use it for any other purpose.

Safe Handling Of Gasoline: 3. Never allow children under 14 years old to aperate this
extreme care in handling gasoline. Gasoline is extremely understand the instructions in this manual and should
flammable and the vapors are explosive. Setious personal be trained and supervised by a parent. Only responsible
injury can oceur when glasgéme is spilled on yourself or individuals who are familiar with these rules of safe opera-
your clothes which can ignite. tion should be allowed to use this machine.

2. Wash your skin and change.cioihes smmediazely, 4. To help avoid blade contact or a thrown object injury, stay in

3. Use only an approved gascline container. operater zons behind handles and keep children, bystand-

4. Nevet fill containers inside a vehicle or on a truck or trailer ars, helpers and pets at least 75 feet from lawn edger while
bed with a plastic liner. Always place containers on the it is in operation. Stop machine if anyone enters area.
ground away from your vehicle before filling. . . .

5 B 4 eai ¢ from the iruck 5. Thoroughly inspect the area where the eguipment is 1o be

- FBMOVE gas-POWEIEE EQUIDMENT ITOM e IUCK of used. Remove all stones, sticks, wire, bones, toys and other
traiter and refuel it on the ground. If this is not possible, ‘oreicn obiects which could be rinped cked
then refuel such equipment on a trailer with a portable OFEIGN OLIECIS WICH COUIG be TT1ppeG over of picked up
container, rather than from a gasoline dispenser nozzle. and thrown by the blade. Thrown cbjects can cause seriotis

6. Keep the nozzle in contact with the rim of the fuel tank or persanal injury. _
container opening at all times until fueling s complete. Do O Always wear safety glasses or safety goggles during opera-
not tise a nozzle lock-open device. tion and while performmg an a.djus.tment or repair 1o pmject

7. Extinguish all cigarettes, cigars, pipes and other sources youreyes. Throum objects which ricochet can calise serious
of ignition. injury to the eyes.

8. Never fuel machine indoors because flammable vapors 7. Wearsturdy, rpugh@oied work shoes and close-fiting

. : slacks and shirts, Shirts and pants that cover the anms and
will accumulate in the area.

9 N gl fuel whil e is hot legs and steel-toed shoes are recommended. Never operate

-+ NEVETTEITIOVe gas cap of add el Wiile engine IS ot or this machine in bare fest, sandals, slippery or light weight
running. Allow engine to cool at least two minutes before (6.0, canvas) shoes
refueling. = i . . .
8. Never atternpt to make any adjustments while the engine

10. Never over filt fuel tank. Fill tank to no more than 1z inch
below bottom of filler neck to provide for fuel expansion.

11. Replace gasoline cap and tighten securely.

is running, except where specifically recommended inthe
operator's manual,




9. To avold personal injury of propetty damage use extreme
care in handling gasoline. Gasoline is extremely flammable
and the vapors are explosive. Serious personal injury can
occur when gasoline is spilled on yourself or your clothes
which can ignite. Washer your skin and change clothes
immediately.

10. Do not put hands or feet near rotating parts. Contact with
the rotating blade can amputate hands and feet.

11. The blade control handle is a safety device. Never bypass
its operation. Doing 50, makes the machine unsafe and may
cause personal injury.

12. Never operate without blade guard, debris shield and blade
control handle in place and working.

13. Never operate with damaged safety devices. Failure to do
50, can result in personal injury.

14, Never run an engine indoors or in a pootly ventilated area.
Engine exhaust containg carbon monoxide, an odorless and
deadly gas.

15. Do not operate machine while under the influence of alcohol
or drugs.

16. Muffler and engine become hot and can cause a bum, Do
not fouch.

17. Never operate this machine without good visibility or light.
Always be sure of your footing and keep a firm hald on the
handles. Walk, nevert run.

18. Do not operate this machine if it has been dropped or dam-
aged. Return machine to your nearest authotized servicing
dealer for examination and repair.

19. Do not operate this machine with a damaged or excessivaly
worh cutting blade.

20. Never attempt to clear matarial from the blade guard while
the engine is running. Shut the engine off, disconnect the
spark plug wire and ground against the engine to prevent
unintended starting.

21. Do not overload machine capacity by attempting to edge at
too fast of a rate.

22. Stay alert for uneven sidewalks, terrain efc. Always push
slowly over rough surfaces. Do not use this machine on
gravel surfaces.

23. Do not operate machine in rain or wet soil conditions.
Always operate machine from behind the handles and
position yourself where the direct line of sight to cutting
blade is blocked by guards.

24, Always stop engine when edging or trimming is delayed or
when transporting machine from one location to ancther.
Never leave a running machine unattended. Stop the
engine, disconnect spark plug wire and ground against the
engine to prevent unintended starting.

25. Only use parts and accessories made for this maching by
the manufacturet. Failure to do so, can result in personal
injury.

26. I situations occur which are not covered in this manual, use
care and good judgment. Telephone 330-220-4683 or
1-800-800-7310 for Customer Support and the name of
your nearest dealer.

Service

1. Never run an engine indoors or in a poorly ventilated area.
Engine exhaust contains catbon monoxide, an odorless and
deadly gas.

2. Before cleaning, repairing, or inspecting, make certain the
blade and all moving parts have stopped. Disconnect the
spark plug wire and ground against the engine to prevent
unintended starting.

3. Check the blade and engine mounting bolts at fraquent
intervals for proper tightness. Also, visually inspect blade
for damage (2.¢., bent, cracked, worn) Replace blade with
the original equipment manufacture’s (O.E.M.) blade only,
listed in this manual. “Use of parts which do not meet the
original equipment specifications may lead to improper
petforrmance and compromise safety!”

4. Lawn edger blades are sharp and can cut. Wrap the blade

or weat gloves, and use extra caution when servicing them.

5. Keep all nuts, bolts, and screws tight fo be sure the equip-
ment is in safe working condition.

6. Never tamper with safety devices. Check their proper
operation regularly.

7. After striking a foreign object, stop the engine, discon-
nect the spark plug wire and ground against the engine.
Thoroughly inspect the lawn edger for any damage. Repair
the damage before starting and operating the lawn edger,

8. Never attempt 1o make a wheel or cutting height adjust-
ment while the engine is running.

9. Many components on your new edger can wear with
continued use. For safety protection, frequently check
all edger components and replace immediately with
original equipment manufacturer's {O.E.M.) paris only,
listed in this manual. “Use of parts which do not meet the
original equipment specifications may lead to improper
performance and comprormise safety!”

10. Do not change the engine governor setting or overspeed
the engine. The governor controls the maximum safe
operating speed of the engine.

11, Maintain or replace safety labels, as necessary.

12. Observe proper disposal laws and regulations. Improper
disposal of fluids and materials can harm the environment.

Operation
Practices

‘WARNING
This symbol points
out important safety -
instructions which, if

not followed, could -~
endanger the personal -
safety and/or property
of yourself and others..
Read and follow all
instructions in this man-
ual before attempting to
operate this machine.
Failure fo comply with
these instructions may - -
result in personal injury. -
When you see this -
symbol. o
HEED ITS WARNING

Your
Responsibility
~Restrict the use
of this power machine -
to persons who read, -

understand -
and follow the wamings
and instructions
~in this manual

~and on the machine. -
N o




: Sfetléupf& g
- Assembly

~WARNING
The edger blade

WILL rotate when the -
starter rope is pulled.

IMPORTANT:
This unit is shipped
WITHOUT GASOLINE.
After setting up the

unit, service engine -
with gasoline as in-.
structed in the separate
engine manual packed
with your unit. Be sure
to service engine with
the oil enclosed with
this unit as instructed

in the separate engine
manual,

Upper Handle

~ Wing Knob

Rope Guide

Figure 1

Lower Handle

Securing the Handle

IMPORTARNT: This unit is shipped WITHOUT GASOLINE.
After setting up the uni, service engine with gasoline as
instructed in the separate engine manual packed with your
unit. Be sure 1o service engine with the oil enclosed with
this unit as instrucied in the separate engine manual.

NOTE: Heference fo right or left hand side of the edger is
observed from the operating position.

Positioning the Edger Handles

1. Remove and discard any packaging cardboard thal
may be present between the upper handie and the
lower handie,

2. Depress the blade control at the top of the upper
handle and pivet the upper handle upward until
shaps ino place,

3. Tighten the hand knobs, which are located on both the
left and right sides of the handle. See Figure 2.

Attaching the Starter Rope

1. Locate the rope guide found on the right side of the
upper handle.

2. Loosen, but do NOT remove, the wing knob which
secures the rope guide to the upper handle. See
Figure 1.

3. Siand behind the unit and hold the blade control
against the upper handle and gently pull the starter
rope out of the engine.

WARNING: The edger blade WILL
rotate when the starter rope is pulled.

NOTE: The starter rope will not pull out of
the engine unless the blade control {refer to Figure 1)
is depressed against the upper handie.

1. Slip the starter rope through the top of the rope guide.
2. Relighten the wing knoh which secures the rope guide
to the upper handle.




Pull Rope / Recoil Starier

Curb Wheel Adjustment Lever ‘ e

NOTE: Wheel and blade styles vary by model,
Your model may differ slightly.

Moadel 550 show here,

750 equiped ‘\\\\\\\\;\\
%
N

Primer

Blade Conirol

— Blade Depth Control Lever
{Transport Position Shown)

Belt Guard

Figure 3

WARNING:

Be familiar with all controls and

= their proper operation. Know how
fo stop the machine and disengage
them quickly.

NOTE: Refer to the Engine Manual packed with vour

adger for a detailed description of all engine-related
controls and components.

Starter Rope / Recoil Starter

The pull rope/recoi starter is used to start the engine.

Primer

The primer is used fo pump gas into the carburetor and
aid in stariing the engine. Use it 1o starl a cold engine,
but do not use it {o restart @ warm engine aiter a short
shutdown,

WNOTE: Refer fo the Engine Manual packed with vour
adger for a detailed description of all engine-related
controls and components.

Blade Control

Located on the upper handle, the blade control must be
depressed against the upper handle in order 1o operate
the unit. Releasing the hlade control stops the engine
and the edger blade. See Figure 3.

Blade Depth Control Lever

The blade depth control lever is located on the right side
of the upper handle. it is used to control the depth of the
cut. The further forward the blade depth control lever is
moved, the deeper into the scil the edger blade will cut.
See Figure 3.

Bevel Adjustment Lever (if so equipped)

The bevel adjusiment lever, | 50 equipped, is located
on the front, teft portion of the edger, behind the edger
blade. It is used to vary the angle of the edger blade
between one of three positions for edging/trenching or
beveled edging. See Figure 3.

Curb Height Adjustment Lever
{if so equipped)
The curb height adjusiment fever, # sc equipped, is
found on the rear portion of the edgerWhen placed in

an applicable nofch, it aids in stabilizing the edger while
edging grass along a curb. See Figure 3.

IMPORTANT: Become familiar with all the controls
beiore operating the edger.

EHKhOM!YCur'
~ Edger

WARNING:
Be familiar with all
controls and their -
proper operation.
Know how to stop the
machine and disen-
gage them quickly.

NOTE: Referto

the Engine Manual -
packed with your
‘edger fora detailed
description of all en--
gine-refated controls
and components.

IMPORTANT:
Become familiar with
all the controls before
operating the edger.




 Operating
Your Edger

WARNING

Do, not lower bia_dé_. i

if blade is over -
concrete, asphalt,

rocks or the like. The -_

blade can strike the

supporting surface,

resulting in personal
injury-or property
damage.

Never fill fuel tank

indoors, with engine -

running or until the
engine has been

allowed to cool for =
at least two minutes

after running.

This control mecha-
nisim is a safety -

device. Never attempt
to bypass its opera-

tion.

i foreign objects being thrown into the

| eyes, which can result in severe eye

&% damage. Always wear safety glasses
or eye shields. We recommend wide
vision safely mask for over speclacies or
standard safety glasses.

WARNING: Do not lower blade if blade
is over concrete, asphalt, rocks or the
like. The blade can strike the sup-
parting surface, resulting in personal
injury or properiy damage.

Adding Gasoline And Oil

Service the engine with gasoline and cil as instructed
in the Engine Manual packed with your edger. Read
instructions carefully.

WARNING: Never fill fuel tank indoors,
., with engine running or until the engine
[ has been allowed to cool for at least
two minutes after running.

> g The operation of any edger can result
28]

Starting The Engine

NOTE: Refer io the Engine Manual packed with your
sdger for a detailed description of all engine-related
controls and components.

To start the edger’s engine, proceed as follows:

1. Move the blade depth control lever back to the
START posilion in the adjacent {top) nolch.

2. Depress the primer bulb three times, pausing two 1o
three seconds between each push. In cold weather
{below 50°F /19°C}, it may be necessary o depress
the primer bull four or five times.

IMPORTANT: Using the primer 1o restart a warm
engine after a short shutdown is usually not nacessary.
Doing so may result in a flooded engine.

3. Standing behind the unit, depress the blade control
and held it against the upper handle with your left
hand.

WARNING: This control mechanism
is a safety device. Mever altempi to
bypass its operation.

4, With your right hand, grasp the recoll starier handle
and stowly pult the rope outward until engine reaches
the start of its comprassion cycle (the rope will pull
shightly harder at this point).

5. After slowly allowing the rope io recoll, pull the rope
with a rapid, continuous, Tull arm siroke. Keep a firm
grip on starter handle throughout the entire stroke.

6. Allow the starter handle fo slowly return to the rope
guide.

NOTE: Ifthe engine fails fo start after three pulls,
depress the primer an additional two times before
pulfing the starter rope again.

Edging
To begin edging, proceed as lollows:

1. Move the unit over fo the area to be edged, making
sure that the left rear wheel is on a hard surface and
the blade is over the area to be cul. See Figure 4,

Figure 4

2. Move the blade depth conirol lever fo the left and place
into the next lower notch. Then make a pass along the
area 1o be edged hefore proceeding to the next noteh.
The further forward the blade depth control lever is
moved, the deeper or fower the blade will cut into the
ground. Several passes may be necessary 1o oblain
the desired depth of cut. Do not lower the blade more
than one depth notch at a time without making a pass.

3. For best resulis, proceed sfowly along the path being
edged, stowly moving the edger back and forth through
the cutting area, again making sure 1o keep the left
rear wheel on the hard surface and the blade in the
cutting path, ¢lose to but not touching the edge of the
hard surface.

4. Once you have reached the end of your cutting path,
raise the blade control fever back into the START
position, move to the next area to be cut, and proceed
again from step 1.

Stopping The Engine

To stop the edger’s engine, release the blade control
handle.

NOTE: See your engine manual packed with your unit for
more detafled instructions,




Edging Along A Curb

NOTE: Edger features vary by model, Al edger models
do NOT come equippad lo edge along a curb nor is there
a cutk wheel kit available to modity your edger if it was
not purchased equipped io do so.

On models 50 equipped, the tight, rear wheel of the
edger can be lowered info one of five posiions 1o ease
the task of edging along a curb.

To adjust to the height of the curb wheel, proceed as
follows:

1. Lower the right, rear wheel by moving the curb heighi
adjustment lever slightly to the left. See Figurs 5.

2. Pivot the right, rear wheel info an applicable position in
relation to the height of the curb to be edged along.

3. Release the curb height adjustment lever to lock the
wheel in position. See Figure 6.

4. Proceed back to step 1 under Edging at the beginning
of this page.

NOTE: Several passes may be necessary to obltain the
desired depth of cut. Do not fower blade more than one
depth noich at a time.

{Normal Operati‘yn
Position)

Figure 5

Curb Heighi\
Adiustment Lever

Lowered Position

Figure &

 Making
Adjustments




 Making
Adjustments:

- WARNING
Rotating cutting blade
may throw objects
causing personal
injury. Keep area clear
of bystanders and do.
hot operate without -
guards in place.

Bevel Adjustment

NOTE: Edger features vary by model. Al edger models
do NOT come equipped with a bevel adjustment nor

is there a bevel adjustment kit avaitable to modify your
edger if i was nof purchased equipped fo do so.

The angle of the edger blade can be adjusted by placing
the bevel adjusiment in one of three pesitions for edging
or beveled edging. See Figure 7.

Bevel Adjustment

Edging Position
Shown

Figure 7

WARNING: Rotating cutting blade may
throw objects causing personal injury.
 Keep area clear of bystanders and do
not operate without guards in place.

Beveling

In order to achieve a bevelled edge, set the bevel
adiustment lever {refer to Figure 7) in the first {left hand)
or third {right hand) notch to place the edger blade in
position for beveling. See positions below in Figure 8.

Lett Hand Position Right Hand Position

Beveled Edging Positions

Figure 8

NOTES:




WARNING: Disconnect the spark plug
wire and ground against the engine
. before performing any adjustment,
repairs ar maintenance,

Lubrication

Engine

Reder to the Engine Manual packed with your edger for a
detailed description of all engine-related service specs.

Wheels

Lubricate the wheels and bearings at least once a
season with a tight oil. Also if the wheels are removed for
any reason, lubricate the surface of the axle bolt and the
inner surface of the wheel with light ail.

Pivot Points

Lubricale the pivot points on the blade control ball, blade
depth control lever, and if applicable, the blade adjust
ment fever, and curb height adjustment lever with fight cil
at least once a season,

Bearing Block

Lubricate the bearing biock once a season, or as needed
by simply applying oil at each end of the cover plate.
See Figure 9.

Model 550
shown here

Figwe 9

~ Replacing the Edger Blade

WARNING: The edger blade is sharp.
Wear leather work gloves o protect

, your hands when working around the
edger blade.

WARNING: Disconnect the spark plug
wire and ground against engine before
. performing the following steps.

1. Working in front of the edger, locsen the flange lack
nut on top of frame, allowing the idier pulley assembly
to pivot slightly out from the frame. See Figure 10.

Flat Side”” /!
2SI L dler Pulley

Belt
of Belt “y Side
Assembly of Belt Guard
Figure 10

2. With your other hand, carefully reach under the rear of
the unit and remove the belt from around the engine
fiywheel pulley.

3. Remove the spindle sheaves belt guard by ramoving
the two seli-tapping screws which secure it to the
blade plate assembly.

4, Use two wrenches {one wrench to prevent the hex
boli head from spinning and the other to remove the
flange nut) 1o remove the edger blade.

Refer to Figure 11,

Hex Bolt Head Flange Nut

Figure 11

5. Hemove and discard the edger blade but retain the
flange nut.

8. Install the replacement edger blade and the flange nut
removed earlier.

IMPORTANT: Use a torque wrench fo tighten the flange
nut 1o between 37 fool-bs. and 50 fool-Ibs.

7. Feinstalt the spindle belt guard with the self tapping
serews removed earlier,

8. Carefully place the drive belt back onto the engine
fiywheel pulley, and retighten the flange lock nut on
the top of the frame.

IMPORTANT: Make certain that the drive belt is
sealed correctly on the blade spindle and that it is riding
smoothly on the spindle sheaves and is not pinched
between them. Repeat the first three steps if the helt is
pinched.

Maiihtai'ni_ng |
& Servicing

WARNING

The edger blade -

‘is sharp. Wear
leather work gloves .

to protect your hands
when working around
the edger blade

Disconnect the spark
plug wire and ground
against the engine -
before performing
any adjustment, -
repairs or mainte-
nance. = - :




Off—_SefaSon
- Storage

WARNING

Never operate the
edger without the

spindle sheaves belt |

guard in place.

Replacing the Drive Belt

IMPORTANT: Toaid in reassembly, nole the orientation
of the drive bel an the two idler pulleys and the engine
flywheel pulley prior to performing the following steps.
Reler to Figure 10.

The edger drive belt is subject to wear and should be
reptaced if any signs of cracking, shredding or rotling
are present. To replace the belt, proceed as follows:

1. Working in front of the edger, loosen the flange
lock nut on top of frame, allowing the idler pulley
assembly to pivot slightly out from the frame. See
Figure 10.

2. With your other hand, carefully reach under the
rear of the unit and remove the belt from around the
engine flywheel pulley.

3. Remove the spindle sheaves belt guard by removing
the two self-tapping screws which secure it to the
blade plate assembly. See Figure 10.

4, Carefully remove the belt from off of the pulleys,
again making sure 1o note the orientation of the belt,
Discard the beli.

Instal the replacement bait {Part No. 754-04032B) in the
same configuration that the original belt was routed as
follows:

5. Working from the front of the edger, place the belt onto
the spindle sheaves, route it back onto the two idier
pulleys, and then place it onio the engine flywhes!

pulley.

IMPORTANT: Make certain that the “V" side of the belt
is seated into the top pulley and the flat side of the beli is
seated into the botiom pulley,

6. Reainstall the spindle sheaves belt guard with the self
tapping screws removed earlier.

7. Make certain that the drive belt is on the engine
fiywheel pulley and idler pulleys, and retighien the
flange lock nut on the top of the frame.

IMPORTANT: Make certain that the drive belt is seated
correctly and that it is riding smoothly on the spindle
sheaves and is not pinched between them. Repeat the
first three steps if the belt is pinched.

WARNING: Never operate the edger
without the spindle sheaves belt guard
& inplace.

Off-Season Storage

Observe the following when preparing the edger for
long-term storage:

1. Clean and lubricate unit thoroughly as instrucied on
page 11 of this manual.

2. Refer to the Engine Manual packed separately
with the edger for engine manufacturers’s storage
instructions.

3. Coat the edger blade with chassis grease o prevent
rusting and corrosion.

4. Siore the edger in a dry, clean area. Do not stors nexi
io any corrosive materials, such as lawn lertilizer.

5. Coat the edger, especially any springs and hearings
with a light oil or sificone spray.

IMPORTANT: When storing any type of powsr equipment
in an poortly venitilated or metal storage shed, care should
be taken to rustproot the equipment.




Troubleshooting Guide

Problem Possible Cause(s) Corrective Action
Engine fails to start Dirty air cleaner Refer to the Engine Manual packed with your unit.
Engine needs to be primed Push primer bulb two or three times.
Fuel tank empty Fill tank with clean, fresh gasoline.
Stale fuel in gasoline tank Drain gasoline and refil tank with clean, fresh gasoline.
Spark plug wire disconnected. Connect the spark plug wire to the spark plug.
Spark plug fouled Clean, adjust gap or replace spark plug.
Engine fiooded Hafer to the Engine Manual packed with your unit.
Engine runs erratic Spark plug wire loose Connect and tighten spark plug wire.
Stale fuel in gasoline tank Drain gasoline & refill tank with clean, fresh gasoline.
Ventin gas cap plugged Clear vent of any debiis.
Water or dirt in fuel system Drain fuel tank. Refill with fresh fuel.
Dirty air cleaner Refer to the Engine Manual packed with your unit.
Catburetor out of adjustment Refer to the Engine Manual packed with your unit.
Engine Overheals Engine oil level low Fill crankcase with proper oil.
Alr flow restricted Clean the area around the engine's cooling fins.
Dirty air filtet Heplace the enging's alr filter.
Carburetor not adjusted propetly Hefer to the Engine Manual packed with your unit.
Excessive Vibration Edger blade bent or damaged Replace adger blade.
Blade spindle bent or damaged Comtact an authorized MTD service dealer.

Dirivebelt Siips Belt worn or strafched Replace drive belt.

Trou'bles'h'ofdt;in'gz
 Guide

For parts and/or
accessories please
call 1-330-220-4683, ..
or 1-800-800-7310 - -

www.mtdproducts.com




Part List:
Spindle Assembly
“Model 550 & 520

PLEASE NOTE: Edger.
features and compo- - -

nents vary by model.
NOT all parts listed
here and pictured on

this page are standard

equ_ipme_nt._ o

For parts and/or -+
accessories please
call 1-330-220-4683,
or 1-800-800-7310

www.mtdproducts.com

Model 520

Tri-Star Blade

Y-BELTS are specially designed to engage and disen-
gage safely. A substitute (non-CEM) V-Belt can
be dangerous by not disengaging completely.

1 | 687-02126 Blade Plate Assembly 15 | 747-04110 Blade Adjustment Rod
2 1 710-0438¢9 Hex Screw, 5/16-18 16 | 750-04105 Spacer, 63x 1.12x 1.06
3 | 710-0589 Sel-tapping Screw, 1/4-20 17 | 750-0547 Spacer, .64 x.88 x .50

4 | T10-11434 Hex Screw, 5/8-18 18 | 754-04032B Balt

5 | 712-0417A Flange Nut, 5/8-18 19 | 756-0449 Sheave

§ | 714-3010 Cofler Pin 3/32 x 625 20 1781-0080 Blade

7 1 718-04012 Bearing Cup 21 1781-0427 Belt Guard

§ | 73104207 Bearing Block 22 | 787-01081A Cover Plate

9 | 731-05064 Blade Guard 23 1781-0748 Tri-star Blade (Opt, Access.)
10 | 732-0188A Double Torsion Spring 24 7111017 Clevis Pin

11| 732-04169 Compression Spring 25 1 714-0104 Cotter Pin

12 | 786-04088 Flat Washer .635x1.24%.181 26 | 736-0342 Flat Washer, 260 x.72
13 | 738-07068B Shoulder Screw 27§ 787-01075A Cover Plate

14 | 741-0524 Bearing, .625 1D x 1.57 OD




710-0191

| Screw 3/8-24

24

r

R R
{ )

1 749-04184 Lower Handle

2 1 710-041 Screw 3/8-16 25 | 781-0741A Depth Index Bracket

3 | 710-0654A Screw, 3/8-16 26 | 781-0742 Depth Index Lever

4 | 712-04065 Flange Lock Nui, 3/8-16 27 | 687-02022 Curb Height Adjustment Lever
5 | 731-05063 Debris Guard 28 | 687-02125 Curb Height Adjuster Plate
& | 736-0452 Bell Washer, .386 x 1.140 20 | 710-0758 Hex Screw 5/16 x 18

7 1 750-04142 Pultey Mount Spacer 30 | 711-04361 Axte Shaft .50x6.65

8 |756-04148 Flatldler Pulley, 2.5 0D 31 1 71-04382A Frame Spacer .50x9.25

g | 756-1150A Combination Flywheel Pulley | 32 | 712-04085 Flange Nut 3/8-16

10 | 787-01229 Frame 33 1 726-0299 Push Cap 1/2" rod

1] 710-0726 Hex Screw, 5/16-12 34 | 732-04045 Torsion Spring

12 1 710-1174 Carriage Bolt, 5/16-18 35 | 734-1987 Wheel 8x1.8

13§ 710-1205 Rope Guide (Eve Bofi) 36 |734-1088 Wheel 7x1.8

14 1 710-3180 Hex Screw, 5/16-18 37 | 736-0234 Flat Washer, 385 x 1.5 x 075
15 § 712-04063 Lock Flange Nut, 5/16-18 38 | 738-04148 Shoulder Screw, 3/8-16

16 1 720-0142 Grip 39 | 738-0929 Shoulder Screw, 3/8-16

17§ 720-0279 Wing Nut 40 | 750-04129 Spacer

18 | 720-04052 Hand Knob 41 | 787-01239 Dual Whesl Bracket

19 1732-0369 Compression Spring 42 | 711-04382 Spacer

20 | 746-04035 Controt Cable (Briggs & Strattorn) | 43 | 736-0232 Wave Washer

21 | 746-04036 Whee! Adjustment Cable 44 | 750-04427 Spacer, 525 x 775 x 1125
22 | 747-06976A Blade Control 45 | 750-04428 Spacer, 525 x 775 .3125
23 | 745-04183 Upper Handle 46 | 787-01240 Wheel Bracket

~ Part List:
Handle/Frame/
Wheel Assembly
Model 550 & 520 -

PLEASE NOTE: -Edger
features and compo-
nents vary by model,
NOT all parts listed
here and pictured on -
this page are standard
equipment. - -~

For parts and/or:
accessories please
call 1-330-220-4683,
or 1-800-800-7310

www.mtdpr'oducts.com _




MANUFACTURER’S LIMITED WARRANTY FOR

The limited warranty set forth below is given by MTD LLC with respect to
new merchandise purchased and used in the Uniled States, its posses-
sions and territories.
“MTD” warrants this product againsi defects in material and workmanship
for a period of two (2} years commencing on the date of original purchase
and will, at its option, repair or replace, free of charge, any part found to
be delective in materials or workmanship. This limited warranty shall only
apply if this product has been operated and maintained in accordance
with the Operalor’s Manual furnished with the product, and has not been
subject o misuse, ahuse, commercial use, neglect, accident, improper
maintenance, alteration, vandalism, theft, fire, water, or damage because
of other peril or natural disaster. Damage resulting from the installation or
use of any pari, accessory or atlachment not approved by MTD for use
with the product{s) covered by this manual witl void your warranty as fo
any resulting damage.
Normal wear paris are warranted o be free from delects in material and
workmanship for g period of thirty (30} days from the date of purchase.
Normal wear parts include, but are not limited to items such as: batteries,
belis, blades, blade adapters, grass bags, rider deck wheels, seals, snow
throwar skid shoes, shave plates, auger spiral rubber and tires.
HOW TO OBTAIN SERVICE: Warranty service is available, WITH
PROOF OF PURCHASE, through your local authorized service
dealer. To locate the dealer in your area, check your Yellow Pages, or
contact MTD LLC at PO. Box 361131, Cleveland, Ohio 44136-0019, or
call 1-800-800-7310 or 1-330-220-4683 or log on o our Web site a
www.midproducts.com.
This limited warranty does not provide coverage in the following cases:
a. The engine or component parts thereol. Thase items may carry a
separate manufaciurer’s warranty, Refer to applicable manufacturer's
warranty for terms and conditions.

b. Log splitter pumps, valves, and cylinders have a separaie one year
warranty.

¢. Houtine maintenance items such as lubricants, filters, blade
sharpening, tune-ups, brake adjustmenis, cluich adjusiments, deck
adjusiments, and normal delerioration of the exterior finish due o use
or exposure,

d. Service compleied by someone other than an authorized service
dealer,

e. MTD does not exiend any warranty for products sold or exporied
outside of the United Stales, s possessions and territories, except
those sold through MTD's authorized channels of export distribution.

i. Replacement parts that are not genuine MTD parts.
g. Transporiation charges and service calls,

No implied warranty, including any implied warranty of merchant-
ability of fitness for a particular purpose, applies after the applicable
period of express writien warranty above as to the pans as identi-
fied. No other express warranly, whether writien or oral, except as
mentioned above, given by any person or entity, including a dealer
ot retailer, with respect to any product, shall bind MTD. During the
period of the warranty, the exclusive remedy is repair or replacement
of the product as set forth above.

The provisions as set forth in this warranty provide the sole and
exclusive remedy arising from the sale. MTD shall not be liable

for incidental or consequential loss or damage including, without
limitation, expenses incurred for substitute or replacement lawn care
services or for rental expenses to tempeorarily replace a warranted
product.

Some states do not allow the exclusion or limitation of incidental or
consequential damages, or limitations on how long an implied warranty
lasts, so the above exclusions or fimitations may not apply to you.

In no event shall recovery of any kind be greater than the amount of the
purchase price of the product sold. Alteration of safety features of the
product shall void this warranty. You assume the risk and lability for
loss, damage, o injury to you and your property and/or fo others and their
property arising out of the misuse or inability to use the product.

This limited warranty shall not extend to anyone other than the original
purchaser or o the person for whom it was purchased as a gift.

HOW STATE LAW RELATES TO THIS WARRANTY: This limited war-
ranty gives you specific fegal rights, and you may also have other rights
which vary from state to state.

IMPORTANT: Owner must present Original Proof of Purchase fo obtain
warranty coverage.

MTD LLC, PO.BOX 361131 CLEVELAND, OHIO 44136-0019; Phone: 1-800-800-7310, 1-330-220-4683




